 WHAT 
BECOMES OF THE FLOWERS?
West-end balconies are still bright and attractive witli flowers and trailing plants, pleasant alike to owners and to onlookers. In a short time all will be changed, the fine houses will be shut up, because " everybody is out of town," and then the flowers will die, and the ornamental shrubs will follow, and dried stalks and withered leaves will sadden the passers-by till "the family " is again in residence. It seems a pity that it does not occur to anybody to give away all the pots before the fading begins. It proving absolutely impossible to any intelligent woman, and change, not cessation of occupation, being the truest recreation, we again advance the claims of the adult sick poor in hospital wards. Last Christmas we had some beautiful clothes sent to us for distribution, and they were received with exceeding joy by those to whom gifts are unfortunately too rare to lose the charm of novelty. This year we will gladly receive as many more as our readers will make for us, and we think it is probable that our friends will enjoy their holidays none the less if they return home with some completed and serviceable garments for the sick poor packed away in their trunks. A list of the prizes offered and garments chiefly required will shortly appear in our columns. This is the true missionary spirit, and those nurses who possess it, and moBt nurses we believe do, are sure to have the right professional spirit also, which will lead them to regard their calling as a profession demanding at their hands the maximum of zeal and devotion.
Alumni Associations.
Miss Hampton, the President, gave expression to the following views on this Bubject: "I hope in the course of time we Bhall be able to evolve alumni associations, an American Nurses' Association, and a superintendents' convention. The only way I can see to accomplish all these is not to be in a hurry. I think we have accomplished a great deal already at our meetings here in Chicago, and thay show that later on, if we set about it in the right way, we shall succeed in attaining all our objects. Superintendents as the heads of training schools have a great deal of influence, not only among their pupil nurses, but amongst the graduate nurses too.
Until we can get the superintendents united upon a common platform we cannot expect our nurses to work, and to unite, and to be as successful as they must be later on, when we hold ideas in common.
There is one thing we can accomplish immediately as the result of the papers, and that is to Etart alumni associations in connection with every training school in the country. They should be as nearly alike as'possible. Of course, some of the details must be different to meet special demands, but let us resolve to get as much uniformity as possible, and then we can go forward to the superintendents' convention. I do not think superindents Bhould take an active part in alumni associations. These associations should be taken up and worked out by the members of the training-schools themselves. If they make mistakes they will find out by such mistakes the better way. Now do not be in a hurry, because, until nurses get their alumni associations into good working order, it will be impossible to organise a national association, which, to be a success, must adequately represent the nurse training schools, the hospitals and the nurBes themselves. The training-schoola can only be represented through the superintendents and board of managers, and the nurses can only be represented through their alumni associations. Hence, the first work to be done is to organise the alumni associations and the superintendents' convention. The nurses must take care of the alumni associations; the superintendents will take care of the convention; and then we will all take care of the American NurseB' Association." 
